February 3, 2022

Baku, another pogrom was launched against
its Armenian minority. These vicious attacks
killed hundreds of unarmed civilians and dis-
placed tens of thousands of Armenians fleeing
systematic violence as refugees.

These pogroms set the stage for decades of
aggression by Azerbaijan. In September 2020,
Azerbaijan bombed the Republic of Artsakh
with  Turkish support, targeting Armenian
schools and religious sites, and killing inno-
cent civilians. Over a year later, Azerbaijan
still illegally holds and tortures Armenian pris-
oners of war (POWSs) from 2020, despite sign-
ing a joint statement requiring all captives to
be released.

Madam Speaker, on this 34th anniversary of
the Sumgait Pogroms, | want to emphasize
the importance of remembering these crimes
against humanity. | call on the Azerbaijani
government to acknowledge that these atroc-
ities occurred, and that it seeks justice for the
victims by prosecuting those who committed
these horrific acts of violence. | also call upon
the government of Azerbaijan to take all ap-
propriate action to prevent further tragedies of
this nature, and to respect the rights of all mi-
norities living within its borders. | condemn
Azerbaijan’s ongoing aggression against Ar-
menia, and call on the Azerbaijani government
to immediately and unconditionally release all
Armenian POWSs and captive civilians.

———

RECOGNIZING FRANCIS
MALDONADO-VAZQUEZ

HON. JENNIFFER GONZALEZ-COLON

OF PUERTO RICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON. Madam Speaker,
| would like to recognize Francis Maldonado-
Vazquez for his tremendous efforts in achiev-
ing the Eagle Scout rank, the most prestigious
award of the Boy Scouts of America.

Throughout his trail to Eagle, Francis has
demonstrated he abides by the Scout Oath
and Law and exemplifies the finest qualities of
leadership and citizenship the Boy Scouts of
America strives to teach. As a member of
Troop 377 Francis enjoys visiting Camp
Guajataka, camping, and learning of the out-
doors.

Francis’ love for animals and insects was
exemplified by the impressive community serv-
ice project he led in lake La Plata in Toa Baja.
Francis and his team renovated the pollination
garden at the wildlife refuge by installing sev-
eral beehive boxes, and signs showcasing
educative material about pollinator species
most common in the area.

Francis is part of the special needs program
of the Boy Scouts of America, and his story is
an extraordinary example for youth with spe-
cial needs around the Nation.

I’'m honored to celebrate Francis’ great ac-
complishment, recognizing the outstanding ef-
forts of his work.

MATTHEW OSTERGAARD
HON. BETH VAN DUYNE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 3, 2022

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful Nation and the citizens of the
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Texas—24, the 2021 Congressional Veteran
Commendation is hereby presented to Mat-
thew Ostergaard, Major, United States Army,
of Lewisville, Texas, for his honorable service
in the Armed Forces of the United States of
America and for his continued dedication to
his community.

Mr. Ostergaard enlisted in the U.S. Army in
1992, eventually becoming a commissioned
officer in the infantry, retiring in 2017. During
his years in the Army, he served in Operation
Joint Guard in Bosnia and in Operation New
Dawn in Iraq. His decorations include the Iraq
Campaign Medal with two campaign stars to
denote serving in different phases of the Iraq
War, the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of
second award, the Army Commendation
Medal with one silver and two bronze Oak
Leaf Clusters in lieu of 7 subsequent awards,
the Army Achievement Medal with Oak Leaf
Clusters to denote 3 subsequent awards, the
Army Good Conduct Medal with bronze clasps
to denote 3 subsequent awards, as well as the
NATO Medal, the Combat Infantryman Badge,
the Expert Infantryman Badge, and Ranger
Tab, Pathfinder Badge, and Parachutist
Badge.

After retiring from the Army, Mr. Ostergaard
has brought the same love he had for his
country and poured it into making his commu-
nity a better place. He is active within his
church, serving in its hospitality ministry, as an
assistant leader with the local Cub Scout
pack, and volunteers with several veteran or-
ganizations in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

Mr. Ostergaard’s career is marked with her-
oism and is consistent with the finest traditions
of the United States Army and reflects great
credit upon himself, the State of Texas, and
the United States of America.

ROSALIE GRENON
HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the late Rosalie Grenon of Sut-
ton, Massachusetts, a loving mother, grand-
mother, and friend to many.

Born in Worcester, Massachusetts, Rosalie
spent her entire life in Central Massachusetts,
growing up and raising her family in Millbury
and Sutton, respectively. She married her high
school sweetheart, David Grenon, and they
built a beautiful family and life together. Driven
by their belief in the importance of education,
Rosalie and David have a long history of sup-
porting the business studies program at As-
sumption University in Worcester, MA.

Rosalie was actively involved in her commu-
nity, and a true patron of the arts. She served
on the Advisory Board of the Joy of Music in
Worcester, the Scholarship Committee for the
Greater Worcester Community Foundation,
and the Advisory Board for the Performing
Arts School of Worcester.

A graduate of Anna Maria College in
Paxton, Massachusetts, Rosalie received a
degree in music from the college in 1960. She
was a talented opera singer and had a par-
ticular adoration for classical music. A skilled
artist, she found joy in photography, painting,
and drawing. She often used her talents to
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contribute to her church and events in our
community.

Rosalie loved the many roles she held in
her life, but she cherished being a grand-
mother and great-grandmother the most. She
had magical connections with the children in
her life, and she often spent her time playing
with them and rocking them to sleep with
ease.

Rosalie was a vibrant woman who put an
abundance of love out into the world. She will
be remembered for her artistic eye, her dedi-
cation to her family, and her love of Barry
Manilow’s music. Her kindness and passion
extended beyond herself and touched the peo-
ple who loved her in unforgettable ways.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress and Rosalie’s loved ones, it
is my great privilege and honor to celebrate
and recognize the beautiful life of the late Ro-
salie Grenon.

JACK ROSCOE
HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, last
month, | had the pleasure of presenting Jack
Roscoe with his Eagle Scout Court of Honor.
Jack has been a scout for eight years and is
a member of Egg Harbor Township Scout
Troop 94. For his Eagle Scout project, he built
three garden beds for the Greater Egg Harbor
Township Historical Society. The garden beds
will be used for families who cannot afford to
have their own gardens but wish to grow their
own vegetables. In addition to this project, he
has also volunteered 120 hours of community
service, including the ALS walk, Salvation
Army, and Dog Park and Beach Clean Up.
Jack, with the help of his brother Scott, helped
organize and sell flood-relief buckets to aid the
victims of Hurricane Harvey in Texas. Jack
should be proud of his accomplishments and
| look forward to seeing him succeed in his fu-
ture endeavors. God Bless Jack and God
Bless America.

ALEXANDER SAGCAL
HON. BETH VAN DUYNE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful Nation and the citizens of the
Texas—24, the 2021 Congressional Veteran
Commendation is hereby presented to Alex-
ander Sagcal, Lieutenant Junior Grade, United
States Navy, of Carrollton, Texas for his hon-
orable service he performed in the Armed
Forces of the United States of America and for
his continued dedication to his community.

Mr. Sagcal was commissioned as an officer
in the U.S. Navy in 1986, serving until 1990.
During his years in the Navy, he served
aboard the USS Sumter as a main propulsion
assistant officer, an auxiliary officer, an elec-
tronic material officer, and the ship’s assistant
1st Lieutenant.

After leaving the Navy, Mr. Sagcal has
brought the same love he had for his country
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and poured it into making his community a
better place. Mr. Sagcal currently serves as
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Farmers
Branch Chamber of Commerce; Member of
the Board of Directors, Coppell Chamber of
Commerce; Ambassador- Metrocrest Chamber
of Commerce; Board of Directors—CFBISD
Educational Foundation; Vice-President His-
toric Downtown Carrollton Association; and is
active with the St. Mary Immaculate Church.

Mr. Sagcal’'s career is marked with heroism
and is consistent with the finest traditions of
the United States Navy and reflects great
credit upon himself, the State of Texas, and
the United States of America.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, due to a
transportation issue, | was unable to cast a
vote on February 2, 2022. Had | been present,
| would have voted against Roll Call No. 17,
H. Res. 900.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, on Wednes-
day | attended the funeral of former Congress-
man Clarence J. “Bud” Brown, Jr., in Ohio. As
a result, | was absent from the House floor
during that day’s two roll call votes.

Had | been present, | would have voted no
on Roll Call No. 16, ordering the previous
question on H. Res. 900, and no on Roll Call
No. 17, agreeing to H. Res. 900.

————

RECOGNIZING DIEGO JOSE
BAQUERO-MORALES

HON. JENNIFFER GONZALEZ-COLON

OF PUERTO RICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON. Madam Speaker,
| would like to recognize Diego José Baquero-
Morales for his great efforts in achieving the
Eagle Scout rank, the most prestigious award
in the Boy Scouts of America.

Through his trail to Eagle, Diego José has
demonstrated he abides by the Scout Oath
and Law and exemplifies the finest qualities of
leadership and citizenship the Boy Scouts of
America strives to teach. As a member of
Troop 134 Diego enjoys visiting El Yunque,
Camp Guajataka, fishing and kayaking among
other outdoor activities. Diego’s Troop distin-
guishes itself for serving youth with special
needs, and its influence has empowered
Diego to become an exemplary young man.

Diego’s community service project consisted
in restructuring several rooms in the Mercedes
Morales school to meet the necessities of spe-
cial needs students like him. The remodeling
enabled the students to have new and im-
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proved areas to study and receive their ther-
apy sessions. Diego’s great achievement at-
tests to his remarkable commitment, leader-
ship skills, and faithfulness to our country.

I’'m honored to celebrate Diego’s great ac-
complishment, recognizing the outstanding ef-
forts of his work.

SCOTT ROPIECKI

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, this
month, | had the pleasure of presenting Jef-
frey “Scott” Ropiecki with his Eagle Scout
Court of Honor. Scott began as a Tiger Scout
when he was just six years old and has been
a lifelong scout ever since. He graduated from
Atlantic Cape Community College with an as-
sociate degree in applied science. He also
earned his Federal Aviation Remote Pilot Cer-
tificate with a Small Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems Rating. Scott currently attends Rutgers
University where he is majoring in Bio-
Chemistry and competed as the only Fresh-
man on the Ranger Challenge Team. For his
Eagle Scout project, he revived the Chestnut
Neck Road Conservation Trail. Scott cleared
the vegetation and trash from the trail and
added markers at critical points along the
route. He also made a trailhead to signify the
trail's starting point using split railings. Scott
should be proud of his accomplishments and
it was my honor to have had the opportunity
to recognize him for his service to the South
Jersey community. God Bless Scott and God
Bless America.

EDWARD L. PETERS

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful Nation and the citizens of the
Texas—24, the 2021 Congressional Veteran
Commendation is hereby presented to Edward
L. Peters, Petty Officer 1st Class, United
States Navy, of Grapevine, Texas for his hon-
orable service in the Armed Forces of the
United States of America and for his continued
dedication to his community.

Mr. Peters enlisted in the U.S. Navy in
1972, serving in waters in the Middle East, the
Northern Atlantic, the Caribbean, and two de-
ployments to Guantanamo Bay. His decora-
tions include the National Defense Service
Medal, the Navy Good Conduct Medal, and
the Navy Expeditionary Medal.

After leaving the Navy, Mr. Peters brought
the same love he had for his country and
poured it into making his community a better
place. He has served on several boards, com-
missions, and committees. Among these are
the Board of Directors, Tulip Track Council | of
the Girl Scouts of the USA, the Board of Di-
rectors for the Grapevine Shield Foundation
which fundraises for fallen and injured first re-
sponders, an active volunteer for the Grape-
vine Police Department with over 5,500 hours
volunteered since 2010, and an active volun-
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teer for the Lions Club, Kiwanis, the Grape-
vine Chamber of Commerce, the Grapevine
Masonic Lodge, and the Grapevine Elks
Lodge.

Mr. Peters’ service is consistent with the fin-
est traditions of the United States Navy and
reflects great credit upon himself, the State of
Texas, and the United States of America.

IN HONOR OF COACH KIRBY PAUL
SMART
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor, commend, and extend
personal congratulations to the University of
Georgia’s (UGA) Football Head Coach, Coach
Kirby P. Smart. Coach Smart recently led the
UGA Bulldogs to their 2022 College Football
Playoffs National Championship win on Mon-
day, January 11, 2022.

Kirby was born on December 23, 1975, to
the union of Sonny and Sharon Smart. He
was educated in the Decatur County School
System, and he began his playing career at
Bainbridge High School under the tutelage of
his father. During his high school career, he
was a three-year letterman in football, basket-
ball, and baseball and a first-team Class
AAAA All-State as a senior. Upon his gradua-
tion from Bainbridge High, he enrolled at and
played for the University of Georgia, where he
was a four-year letterman at defensive back
and a first-team AI-SEC (Southeastern Con-
ference) selection as a senior. He finished his
college football career as a four-time member
of SEC Academic Honor Roll, with 13 inter-
ceptions, ranking fourth-all time at UGA, and
led the Bulldogs with six interceptions in 1997
and five in 1998 before graduating in 1999
with a bachelor's degree in Finance. Kirby
later obtained his master's degree in Physical
Education from Florida State University in
20083.

Kirby began his impressive coaching career
in 1999 as the Administrative Assistant Coach
for UGA. Since then, he has served as the As-
sistant Coach for Defensive Backs (2000) and
Defense Coordinator (2001) at Valdosta State
University, a Graduate Assistant (2002
through 2003) at Florida State University, the
Assistant Coach for Defensive Backs (2004) at
Louisiana State University, the Assistant
Coach for Running Backs (2005) at UGA, and
the Assistant Coach for Safeties (2006) with
the Miami Dolphins. He also served as the As-
sistant Coach for Defensive Backs (2007), De-
fensive Coordinator for Inside Linebackers
(2008 through 2013 and 2015), and Defensive
Coordinator for Inside Linebackers (2014) at
the University of Alabama, before coming back
to UGA to serve as the Football Head Coach
(2016). Since returning to UGA, Kirby and the
Bulldogs have amassed championship titles at
several levels including four in the SEC East-
ern Division, one in the SEC, and one at the
national level.

Coach Smart has received countless
awards and commendations for his achieve-
ments and accomplishments as a coach in-
cluding the Broyles Award (2009), American
Football Coaches Association Assistant Coach
of the Year (2012), SEC Coach of the Year
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